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Some Notes taken at the INAUGURAL MEETING 
of the SOCIETY of WOMEN MUSICIANS. 
Saturday, July 15th.1911. 
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Miss Eggar opened the Meeting by saying, the first Item on the 
Programme is Correspondence, and Miss Scott will read the names of Those 
not present to-day. Several letters had been received from Musicians and 
Friends, who, expressed their interest in the Society, and sent their good 


wishes and regrets at their inability to attend. 


The names were then read. 


The next Item on the Agenda, was an Address by the Chairman, 


Miss Eggar, who said, I hope you will all sympathise with me in the great 
ig uey A ely 
responsibility which devolves on me in, the Serine of a new Society., @ne 
. lhe ig jorw oY VO fon a Asn: poral Apweiteayo: 


does hesitate, but we have not undertaken this without a very great deal 


of consideration and consultation. First of all in starting this Society 


we are not encroaching on any other Se ogeupted by same 
; hot 


-There is no other Society of Women Musicians, You may say is ; ee 
OAL iu mcd ta FACT HN J. S(arliones owL 


Society of Women Musieians distinct from-Mer. Perhaps in the mines of some 


A 
there is a lurking fear that we are a Suffragist Society in disguise; 


only, connection with the Suffragist Movement is a Similarity of Ideals. 
by lclceal mw Pewec@at iy < 


A There is a great deal of wire pulling and Party policy; one does 


need to know know much about musical dealings in general, to know this. 





(2) 
SRO be 
The Suffragists say, there sea great deal in Political matters which 
a Mia, bebicied Iaf W0Ir2~ Corl Lo a pent hal By 
needs purifying, We see a great deal that is corrupt in Artistic life, we 


believe that most Women desire a higher Ideal i Musical transactions, but 
The D 
they eh been unable to fight a ty eae a rules in the Cemmes=- 


erek World. This is perhaps one great reason for our forming a Musical 

/ 
Society,_through it, Musical life may be purified, and public opinion *%<- 
formed. 


The object of the Society, as you will see from the printed paper, is 


to secure for Women certain practical advantages. 
Objeels A) Vie rete g bho 0 uaa V Vac Cire, 


(a) fo supply a centre where Women Musicians can meet 
to discuss and criticise musical matters. 


(b) @o afford Members the benefits of co-operation 
and also when desired of advice with regard to 
the business side of their professional work. 


(c) To bring Composers and Executants into touch with 
each other, and to afford practical opportunities 
to Composersfor trying over Compositions. 

(d) To promote such other objects as may be deemed 


desirable by the Council for the advancement and 
extension of the Society's interests generally. 


We want to get Women to sharpen their wits, to criticise things that 
are happening. I think one of the greatest reproaches against Musicians 
is that they are so thoughtless, that is the "bane" of Musical Beings, they 
are not “brainy” in the best sense. 
hebees heuckrtle 4 / 
be e neat yi tee } 
Secondly, Wwe wih that the Co-operation might be very great, fe hope that 


Those of experience will be willing to help the in-experienced and to ad- 


vise 





ire, 


pave On our myers See 
them; we hope to nine Jenea Sn Be who have proved 


themselves to be Leaders. 
Thirdly, we hope that the Society will be the means of bringing the 


Composors and Executants into touch with one another: how many a 


Composor has given up Composing simply because she never gets a 


Dour Cry cet ute Fhe 
hearing. Shie foes “in Pie oe ; 2: billy Sy Sa 


ourselves with the Women's Institute we shall have the use of its 
Cue 

Premises, for the purpose of + Concerts, and 

there would be the advantage of the Secretarial Office. It is a most 

tremendous Asset for a Society about starting, to have no difficulty 

with regard to its Premises. These are practical advantages to 


Women Musicians. 


The next object is rather more indefinite, it needs a little -. 
Rettedl on. & 
imagination, but it is none the less important. Lkhose- who have, come 
ao /, ark 
here to-day do not want to be content with making things, just a little 


more tolerable, Ye do not accept Music as it is “Anat Me a of us 


ot 

feel and talk vaguely about the wonders of Music, yewhat are we really 

making of it in our daily lives? It should be a moral factor in our 

education, such as the Greeks taught. Have we any real knowledge 

of the harm that Music can do? , can we prove what is bad Music? have 
(goes 

we any Knowledge of the physical effects produced ? Db¢nk—of 


Hrse had aro Kat Crrwitlin. a 
5 Sa Sacredness of Art, should we permit the artificialities of m/*iu/ 


i 


Concert giving and of Music making? I believe that we all in our 
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heart of hearts can imagine what Music can be, but it ought to be 
something very different from what we make it. Each of us comes into 
the World with everything more or less arranged for us, so that we 
take everything around us for granted and sig = that Phspss seen 
are eternal. It needs a Bernard Shaw to make aaa things ‘anol 
(.2 merely temporal Conventions. 
challenged , Women are, challenging Conventions, we see ‘them refusing 
to accept Artificialities for Realities. Surely this is bound sooner 
or later to bring a great impulse into Art. It is the Worker, the 
Toiler, the Philanthropist in Women that has been roused; the Artist 
of the Future is not yet oneta not the time come for that Torch to 


Deeo 51 No uma hoe da niece tol Age ast¢ ot Cone ? 
kindle the flame on a new Altar to Art? May it not be that the need 


shall be notby WOM; 3 


There is one branch of creative Art in which Woman has not ex-— 
celled:in Painting, in Literature she has attained, but not in Musy 
ile: UWB now 00 ag Ont a 
CompoSition St sise~Geott—felt that the time had come for, ite Verein of 
a Society of Women Musicians. We believe in a great future for 
Women Composers, but that Future can only RT ech as we put our 


trust in the Invisible or the Inaudible; we shall only write, Music by 


seeking the Life behind all forms. We must help Women to believe 


how 
in possibilities as Composers. 


In conclusion, we want Women to join us who will take a active 
atiefie 
share in vitalising the Conception. Life must be lived by a Standard 


of Taenise chet me say with the Poet "Hitch your Waggon Lona, otaue 
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Resolution L. was proposed by Miss Eggar, and seconded by 
Miss Eaton:— 


"That a Society be formed, to be called 
the Society of Women Musicians." 


Miss Eaton then spoke on the subject of the Women's Institute. 
Miss Eggar, Ladies, It is a great pleasure to second the Resolution 
which you have just had put to you, and before asking you to show 
your approbation, I should like to tell you in a few words, the Aims 
and Objects of the Women's Institute. The Institute stands to help 
forward all branches of Women's Work, and for that reason it seems 
very appropriate that we should start here. It is a recognized place 
for all Subjects connected with Women. We have an interesting Pro- 
gramme of Lectures, two MUsical Lectures every Session, Illustrated, 
a es Evening, which is for Recreation, Recitations, Acting and 
So on. The Lectures are on interesting Subjects, and are very varied 
indeed. The Leaflet tells you what our Aims and Objects are. There 
is a weekly At Home, which is really a Lecture, we have Debates, and 
an. Art and Handicraft Society, a Recreation Department, and our 
Information Bureau is considered one of the best in London. Then I 
think most of us in the Mysical Profession have eo eal tel ep PC ed 


‘ vt A400 otha ce 
or hobby outside our Musical Career, bet I am Sure you would all find 


it very interesting to join the Women's Institute, and also very help 
ful. 

You will find Expert Women on every branch of Work, who are most 
helpful and kind in assisting people in any branch of Work they hap- 


pen to be interested in. From the very important point of Finance 


in starting an Association 
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of this kind, there is generally a great out-lay, a great expense, an 
usually One comes to ask for Contributions, and Guarantees for fur-— 
nishing, and all the necessery expenses; in this matter we shall have 
an enormous pull: we have our nice rooms, nicely furnished, and we 
can meet as we determine to discuss Musical matters, TY shall get a 
great deal more in touch with what the Women Musicians are doing, thay 
has been possible up to the present. The Fees will cover all expenses 
so that nobody will be called upon to guarantee any sume of money. 

The feo is absurdly small, half a guinea to Professionals, 
one Guinea to non—Professionals. Then there will be a small Fee of 
5/ to Members of the Musical Association to cover the cost of Print- 
ing and Stamps. Later on, I hope we shall branch out, and grow into 
something very big. When this place is not big enough, it is always 
possible to launch out in different directions later on. This place 
is doing very useful work. As your Chairman has told you, we feel 


that the moment has arrived to start an Association of this kind, 


and we hope you will all help us in the Object, we think the advanta- 


ges will be very great to the Musical Profession. I have great plea- 
gvrecin: seconding the Resolution. 
Miss Scott then read the Constitution and Rules of the 
Society, and proposed Resolution 11. 
“That the Constitution and Rules as read 
be adopted as the Constitution and Rules of the Society 


of Women MUsicians." 
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Miss Scott said, there is nothing to add about the Rules, and I 


call upon Miss Lucie Johnstone to second the Resolution. 


Miss Johnstone said, Miss Eggar, Ladies, 
I too am very glad to be present at this 


Inaugural Meeting to-day, and to take part in its Programme. 

By now you know the Aims and Purpose of the Society of Women 
Musicians. I hope your enthusiasm will soon equal your knowledge, and 
influence you to support the efforts of the Executive in carrying out 
their Aims and Ideals. I am enthusiastic because [ feel such a Society 


as this is needed. That it should exist at all, is a proof that 


Women have arrived at va very healthy state of mind, having determined 


to "Help Themselves" and Each other in the Profession to which we have 
the honour to belong. 

If Women Musicians and all Women -- will only realize the impor- 
tance of Women's Work and Influence, she will not only be blessing the 
World, but blessing themselves.indirectly. Just think for a moment, — 
Men are not in it with us, in the matter of —--Numbers -—--—-— we ought 
to take an honourable pride in this, because the great preponderance 
of our Sex is no accident,-- I think of it as part of a great Plan, to 

bring about a Higher, Nobler, Purer Life that Women so out number Men; 
and So any Organization that cones along to help Women to use their 
great uplifting Influence: should be welcomed and encouraged by all 


their. Sex. 


There will be Objectors, ----even among Women——---—- One Woman told 


me, aS we had done so long without a Women Musicians’ Society, we could 
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go on doing without it. She must have been a Descendant of those 


timorous Souls who hugged their Stage Coaches to their breasts when 
Stephenson and his Engine appeared. 

Another Lady, could only see a Scheme for Money making for the 
Promotors. She delicately whispered something quite poetic about 
Organizers always "feathering their own nests." I could have been angry 

but the Humour that her stupid remark created in my mind (knowing all 
I do about the Originators) preserved me from any undue wrath. If she 
had been worth telling, I should have told her of the Scholarly, busy, 
successful Women Musicians, who have given of their valuable time (evan 
to a point of sacrifice) with the pure and simple desire of realizing 
their Ideals, not for anything they have to gain. 

When I heard Miss Scott read, that the Annual Subscription would 
be 15/6,2 very modest Subscription indeed, (made modest, so that no 

earnest Women Musician need stay outside the Society because of 
Monetary reasons) well, I felt that this Society is not likely to know 
anything of the Deceitfulness of Riches: I feel sure that the Society 
of Women Musicians will stand for Helpfulness to every Member that 
joins its Ranks. Its connection with the Women's Institute will give 
it an Educational Influence, and the fact that Women of Position in 
the World of Music, and of high Artistic Attainment will be among its 
Members and Officers and will be willing to talk to us from their 


deeper knowledge and wider Experience.---That Fact —----will give the 


Society a claim to calling itself “Inspirational.” 
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I also feel sure that many Schemes and Plans for the benefit and 
uplift of our Members will grow and mature in the Sympathetic, and yet 
practical Atmosphere of the Society. It is quite possible we may 
learn of other things than Art. We may in time learn Lessons of 
Thrift and Economy, (Virtues that are so often over-looked in cur 
Profession) so that the Artists of the near Future may become more 

Provident and Business—like in the management of our own Lives. 

fo finish,--- I cannot see why this should not become a National 
or even Inter-national Society, drawing Members from every part of the 
World, and sending Ideas into every part of the World. 

The Possibilities of the Society are to me without Limits, and because 
I do so believe in its Mission, I feel the greatest pleasure in 


Seconding the Adoption of the Rules just read. 


Geni Befene putting Resolution II to the Vote, we should be glad to 


hear the Views and Opinions of those present on the Subjects of—-what- 
we have been hearing eouthe 
The Discussion was then opened by Miss Daymond. In the course of her 
remarks, Miss Daymond said, this has been sprung upon me very suddenly, 
I am also a little sad, because it seems to me the Discussion has 

. been opened, I believe technically___tbelieve we need an opposing 
Side, but it does not seem to me, there is an opposing Side. The 


able, extremely able, and lucid Address which we have heard, seems to 


imme to put everything that one wants to Say about the Society. 
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First of all I think it is a real Privilege to be among the first 
he SUE oe ed such a Future before it as this Socie— 
ty will have. There is nothing to equal the pleasure of being in the 
"Start" of a thing, there is nothing to equal the pleasure of beinga 
"“Dioneer" and it seems to me-fer-my—pert imthe—feetine, that all of 

us assembled, must consider it a privilege and honour and a joy to 
be present to-day. I do think there is room for a Society, consti- 
tuted off Women who are Musicians, and Musicians who are Women, Ahere 
has never been the time before when the whole aspect of things has 
Cour —thke hareabead, hen 4 


so enee ee: prhe years take us back to Madam Schumann 1 vlte Bandai 
lin Ginoral hao never hee Fo hgh. wo rso— 


eas is.s and Composition ,ef—Wements—entiusiasm. , People forget, 
hence, “Seah D-Hha fart ~ ite Whiehanatisn Anocdoaueccl, 

Ae ook dt a thing very much nearer us,.to do with Women's position 

in life,-ffere is the time, our Numbers are very great, (I have never 

heard before that is a matter of congratulation)the proportion of 

Women Musicians is very great, the Standard is infinitely Re heaton 

Ae rey do mean extremely well, but Co-operation is an enormous 

advantage. The various points and objects have been read to uS; one 


or two things give me great pleasure, Ghe is that the Society should 


be framed to include Seen tary do I_ think ie is just as important that 


Secabrube ee hang Aa 
the both should be re Pesented, thout Raf RKStS FE no real test, no 


absolute test, of excellence. Think of Haydn, how delightful it was for 
him to live in his quiet life with his MUYsicians round him; if we 


banded together as Executants and Composers there really seems to me 


no limit as to what we may do, Hé shall not have so varied a Body of 





pe 
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Musicians as Haydn did, at present it would be rather Solo Performers. 


Ts A ¢ wr 
I think it would be an excellent thing to be able ‘to say, “Meet 


at such and such a time and try it." I think one may have extrgor- 


¢ K “a 
dinary powers of Interpretation, but there may be parts where the, 
Sill add f 
Composer could | coue—in , so that the Executant and Composer should be 
a Quy omneheetp 


included, Then thére is the question of Copyrights and Royalties; 

and that terrible person, the Concert Agent. I do hear some terrible 
stories about Women, what a thing it would be if we could find a way 
of standing altogether for good. When Publishers say things about 
Royalties, and say, "Will you sign there," I sign where they tell me 
to, I know it is wrong, and I do feel really it would be a very great 
boon to make ourselves "au fait" with the things that deal with such 
matters. J 2he a Inalléy (he he Uthn's [3M fr (Upypgak 

ite Shall have to know more about it, if we are going to make our- 


Selves of any use to people who trust to us, or even to help ourselves 
2 


Keg (fio 
We must keep pace, it will be a great chance to make ourselves, (that 


is the great point) to launch these things for ourselves. 


An Advisory Committee, as to whether things shall be submitted 


to a Publisher at all, is a very delicate question. Another thing is 


that we may have sizer Music moves so fast and he So rapidly, 


Pas tale Thea i ee ar f?7 &-9. 7- ele philic y 
Matt do not find time. + Phat we rane £ you come to think of it,I suppose 
ey eS, Purdon frd2c@ am 


Sehes Shove 
the greatest thing ,,is to make our own native Centos Robody could 


rAcw Vuk ts ch teal Kilace. hae ae ? 
possibly say, there is no Music in England. here have the Movements 


/ 


come from? I will not be treading on very delicate ground. What ar 
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the latest things amd views in France, Germany, and the States? 
As a Peacher, I cannot but feel the World is full of Schemes for 
Teaching; there never was a time I think, when Children are being so 
considered as now:we want to know about these Schemes. 

The advantages which agcrue to us belonging to the Women's 
IXstitute, are very great. There is the Spieitaai heck. that is a 
wonderful thing, quite apart from our Mysic, that seems to me a very 


valuable BBNY of Hee paste thing; one can see through our Career at 


the start, we pave to show that we can hold broad, wise, and moderate 


views noe things, and make ourselves equal to the very best. 
We could do almost all things I believe, if we band ourselves 
alk 
together. I must finish with my first words, -e& which, 1 am proud, 
part is a privilege, and honour and a joy to belong to the Society, 


which I think will be an enormous help to Women Musicians. 


2 
OP MPO ine Meeting is now open for Discussion. 
What—ave—the—Qualifications of Mombers?~ | Kf, Should like to 


have an expression of your feelings.‘ 
What would be the Standard of Members, and the qualification for 
Membership? What would be the Executive Standard? 


Plans Would prospective Members be required to furnish any other information 
Aa Se we felt we did not know enough about them, or if we wished to 


exclude them? 
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fires These and other points will e€ settled by the Council as the 


Me ALsr2on . 


Society begins to grow. Standard: that is the thing Women are 
most keen about in Art. - think although many Speakers have thought 
Commerce rules the World, that the main iéea with Women is to do their 
very best. Miss E laid great stress on that, as the Root object of 
this Society, and I want if we can to materialise the idea, and help 
to keep up the Standard by any form of Gompetion. or by Prizes, cor: ae 
pol aE isch on which Composers may present Works, and be 
judged by a Committee formed for that purpose. 

Miss Eggar said, I think that again would be a question for the 
Council to deal with; those are Schemes which we Shall proceed to 
formulate and discuss. The Council will endeavour to help on the 
Movement. We do mean at once to have Schemes, and to keep ourselves 
up to the Mark, though it is impossible at this point to say definite- 
ly what our Schemes will be. Those will be formulated when the 


Council has its first Meeting 


Miss Eggar said, if nobody has anything which they are anxious 


to say, I shall put the Resolution to the Meeting, which was proposed 
by Miss Scott: "That the Constitution and Rules be adopted as the 
Constitution and Rules of the Society of Women Musicians." 

This Resolution was carried unanimously. 


The Society is now formally Constituted, and I would ask those intend- 


ing to join the Society to hold up their hands, before we proceed with 
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the business matters. 
It is our duty according to the Rules and Constitution to pro-— 


ceed with the Election of the Council, the Honorary Officers, and 
the Chairman of Council. 


Intending Members will be entitled to vote on questions which 
will come now. 


Oy 
M2? S(diuas> Said, I have been Honorary Secretary to the Women's 


Institute for about 10 years, about a year ago we enlarged the Work, 


and formed a Committee, it consists of—— Miss Baton, Miss Scott, 
WeDauee 
Miss Burns ,, Miss Carnell and 


nyself. 
Miss Scott, as one of the Members of the Musical Committee, sug-— 
gested the enlargement of the Schemethat there should be Co-operation 
of the Women Musicians with the Womon'sn:Institute. The privileges 
are very varied and great; all particulars can be obtained from the 
Report. 
Members of the Council were then proposed by Mrs. Stannard, and 
Seconded by Miss Darnell in the absence of Mre Dawes. 
The Honorary Secretary was proposed by Miss Scott. 
Miss Seetf- said, you will all realise in Starting a new Society the 
lL dAoure prned a / 
post of Honorary Secretary is a very important one,,Miss Eggar who is 
Drucklil, tics pot — 
Willing to find time (being a very busy person),1 need not say anythin 
as to her splendid qualifications for the Work; you all know how per- 


fectly splendid she is in all capacities, so fitted for the Post ,and 


we shall all be much honoured 
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Miss Eggar said, I have the exceedingly embarrassing position of 


prtudic Mubh Ail pchenet re 
putting myself to you. I have agreed to take this Post, there will 


be so much to be done, and there wili—be so much thought, and so many 
qualifications of every kind will be needed: the Idea is extremely 
near my heartptI should be so proud and happy if I could in any way 
really help other-people to carry out the things I have suggested, 


and which I think we ought to do in this Society; so if you will help 


and accept me, I shall do my very best. 


Miss Burns then proposed the Honorary Treasurer, and said, I need 
not say more, we all know how Missotan has worked at this Scheme, we 
could not possibly look for anyone better. 

Miss Eaton then proposed the Chairmanco Council, and said, I 
should like to thank you for asking me to be Honorary Treasurer. 


I have great pleasure in proposing Miss Scott, as it was her Idea 


pmileinnaty. We talked and thought about it in the New Forest, we calles 


our Provisional Council, and they helped us to get these Rules toge-— 
ther. I do not think we could have anybody better for our Chairman 


than the Originator of the Scheme. 


This was Seconded by Miss melita 


Rate, In conclusion athe sa Be of the President of the Society, is 


the duty of the first Meeting of the CouncildAco oun bruenaroyn Ae 
fo Prieto 
AL declare the Meeting at an end, aaé—bexe_greatrieasurco—in—propnosing 
#Vote of thanks to the Chairmanuwra- tui~ poche by « /\) lie May ly 


ae ee 00 0 er ee 





